474                THE  COLLECTED  WORKS   OF  MAHATMA   GANDHI
TATIVES         THE         TIME         FOR              COLLECTION             OF          RENTS
ACTUALLY         ARRIVED         AND         RENTS               BEGAN            TO          BE
DEMANDED.          CONGRESSMEN          WERE            THEREFORE          OBLIGED
TO          ADVISE               TENANTS               TO               SUSPEND           PAYMENT
PENDING         THE         RESULT         OF         NEGOTIATIONS         AND          MR.
SHERWANI         HAD         OFFERED          ON          BEHALF             OF          THE
CONGRESS          TO          WITHDRAW          THIS            ADVICE            IF          THE
AUTHORITIES          SUSPENDED     COLLECTIONS      PENDING       NEGOTIATIONS,
I    VENTURE    TO     SUGGEST    THAT    THIS    IS    NOT    A    MATTER    WHICH CAN         BE         SO         SUMMARILY          DISMISSED         AS         YOUR      WIRE
HAS        DONE.         CONTROVERSY         IN         THE          UNITED         PROVINCES
IS         OF         A         LONG          STANDING          AND          INVOLVES         WELL-
BEING         OF         MILLIONS         OF         PEASANTRY          KNOWN         TO       BE
ECONOMICALLY           GROUND           DOWN,              ANY               GOVERNMENT
JEALOUS         OF         THE         WELFARE          OF           THE         MASSES         IN
ITS           CHARGE           WOULD           WELCOME              VOLUNTARY           CO-
OPERATION         OF         A         BODY                  LIKE               THE             CONGRESS
WHICH       ADMITTEDLY         EXERCISES         GREAT          INFLUENCE         OVER
THE       MASSES         AND         WHOSE           ONE            AMBITION         IS           TO
SERVE          THEM          FAITHFULLY.             AND             LET             ME          ADD
THAT         I        REGARD        THE        WITHHOLDING        OF        PAYMENT        OF TAXES         AS         AN         INALIENABLE          ANCIENT         AND          NATURAL
RIGHT         OF         A         PEOPLE         WHO         HAVE         EXHAUSTED         ALL
OTHER        MEANS         OF         SEEKING         FREEDOM         FROM        AN        UN-
BEARABLE           ECONOMIC            BURDEN.            I        MUST            REPUDIATE
SUGGESTION        THAT        THE        CONGRESS        HAS        SLIGHTEST        DESIRE TO         PROMOTE         DISORDER          IN         ANY         SHAPE          OR        FORM.
AS          TO          BENGAL,            THE          CONGRESS            IS          AT          ONE
WITH        THE        GOVERNMENT         IN         CONDEMNING        ASSASSINATIONS
AND         SHOULD            HEARTILY              CO-OPERATE            WITH           THE
GOVERNMENT          IN         MEASURES           THAT           MAY         BE         FOUND
NECESSARY        TO        STAMP        OUT        SUCH        CRIMES.         BUT       WHILST
THE          CONGRESS           WOULD           CONDEMN           IN           UNMEASURED
TERMS         THE         METHODS         OF        TERRORISM          IT          CAN         IN
NO         WAY          ASSOCIATE         ITSELF         WITH         GOVERNMENT         TER-
RORISM         AS         IS         BETRAYED          BY         THE         BENGAL          ORDI-
NANCE          AND          ACTS           DONE          THEREUNDER,          BUT         MUST
RESIST       WITHIN       THE        LIMITS         OF        ITS         PRESCRIBED        GREED
OF        NON-VIOLENCE         SUCH        MEASURES        OF        LEGALIZED        GOV-
ERNMENT         TERRORISM.         I          HEARTILY         ASSENT         TO         THE
PROPOSITION          LAID         DOWN         IN         YOUR         TELEGRAM         THAT
CO-OPERATION        MUST        BE        MUTUAL         BUT        YOUR        TELEGRAM LEADS         ME         IRRESISTIBLY         TO          THE         CONCLUSION          THAT